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Running time 
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Summary of reasons for decision: 

The Applicant applies to have episode 9 of Preacher rated R16, which is the same rating 
as has been given to the other eight episodes. A classification is required because the 
season is presented in DVD form. 





Preacher is a hybrid genre that combines supernatural horror with Western. The central 
character, the preacher, embarks on a religious mission, but is overcome by a cryptic 
force that unleashes highly unconventional power. Dark and hellish happenings unfold. 

Episode 9 features a high level of graphic violence and cruelty, and is therefore 
objectionable unless age restricted. 

In the Board’s view persons from the ages of sixteen and upwards would likely view 
episode 9 with sufficient sophistication as to realise that it does not condone violence or 
cruelty. Importantly, it is most unlikely that the episode would be viewed in isolation 
without reference to the other episodes, which provide a context and continuity to 
episode 9. In all probability, those watching episode 9 will have watched all previous 
episodes. The Board surmises that immature viewers are unlikely to persevere with the 
series to result in them viewing episode 9. 

The decision of the Board is that episode 9 is objectionable except if its availability is 
restricted to persons who have attained sixteen years of age. 

The Board also requires a descriptive note covering episode 9 reading “contains graphic 
violence and content that may disturb.” 



